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PHILADELPHIA’S FRANKLIN INSTITUTE ON TRACK TO BECOME MOST 
SUCCESSFUL VENUE OF CURRENT KING TUT TOUR 

The Franklin Institute Welcomes Millionth Ticket Holder to King Tut Exhibition,  
Celebrates Its Millionth Visitor of 2007 

 
PHILADELPHIA (July 20, 2007) — Just weeks after celebrating its one millionth visitor of 

2007, The Franklin Institute sold the one millionth ticket for “Tutankhamun and the Golden Age 

of the Pharaohs," putting the museum on track to become the most successful venue on the 

exhibit’s current 27-month U.S. tour.  Mr. Jerry Gleeson a retired postal worker from Bensalem, 

PA and his granddaughter, Taylor St. Clair, a 7th grader at William Penn School, were showered 

with gold as they purchased the one millionth ticket at The Franklin Institute Box Office.  They 

also received an overnight hotel package from the Rittenhouse Hotel including dinner at the 4-star 

restaurant, “LaCroix,” plus a family membership for 4 to The Franklin Institute.  There are still 

plenty of tickets available for the fourth and final destination on the current tour, which concludes 

its eight-month run at The Franklin Institute on September 30, 2007.  

 "From the beginning, we were confident this exhibition would engage a wide cross 

section of the population, bringing together people of all ages, genders and ethnicities by bridging 

science with history and art," stated Dennis Wint, President & CEO of The Franklin Institute.  

“The attendance numbers are a testament to the broad appeal of this exhibition." 

Helping to bolster summertime attendance is "Tut After Dark," where visitors can view 

the exhibition from 6 p.m. until closing. "Tut After Dark" includes a $25 Golden Ticket that  
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allows admission through a special golden entrance to both the IMAX film “Mummies: Secrets of 

the Pharaohs" and the King Tut exhibition. Each Friday evening, there will be music, a cash bar 

and special star programming on the Fels Planetarium dome until 9 p.m.  

Solidifying its place in Philadelphia's history, the King Tut exhibition broke previous 

records in March, 2007, when it became the most well attended museum exhibition in the city's 

history with more than 616,000 tickets sold or reserved since going on sale on November 8, 2006.  

Since opening in June 2005, "Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs" has 

drawn more than 3.6 million visitors, setting records in each city it has visited, including          

Los Angeles, Fort Lauderdale and Chicago. 

 The exhibition is organized by National Geographic, Arts and Exhibitions International 

and AEG Exhibitions, with cooperation from the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities. 

Mellon Financial Corporation is the presenting sponsor and PECO is the associate sponsor in 

Philadelphia. The exhibition is supported by the Greater Philadelphia Tourism and Marketing 

Corporation. 

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 

 Tutankhamun was one of the last kings of Egypt’s 18th Dynasty and ruled during a 

crucial, turmoil-filled period of Egyptian history. The boy king died under mysterious 

circumstances around age 18 or 19 in the ninth year of his reign (1323 B.C.).  

 “Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs” offers glimpses of that evolving 

period. On display are 50 of Tutankhamun’s burial objects including his royal diadem — the gold 

crown discovered encircling the head of his mummified body that he likely wore as king — and 

one of the gold and precious stone inlaid canopic coffinettes that contained his mummified 

internal organs. 
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More than 70 additional objects from tombs of 18th Dynasty royals as well as several 

non-royal individuals are also exhibited. These stone, faience and wooden pieces from burial sites 

before Tut’s reign give visitors a sense of what the lost burials of other royalty and commoners 

may have been like.  

The audio tour that accompanies the exhibit was developed by the exhibition’s curatorial 

team and recorded by native Egyptian and film star Omar Sharif. The Spanish version was 

recorded by Univision anchor Jorge Ramos. 

TICKET INFORMATION  

 Individual tickets for “Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs” range from 

$17.50 to $32.50. Tickets are timed and dated, and admission is 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. daily. Due to high 

ticket demand, advance ticket purchase is strongly recommended. For information about the 

exhibition or tickets, please call 1-877-TUT-TKTS or visit www.KingTut.org or www.fi.edu/tut. 

Information about tickets for groups of 15 or more is available at 1-888-600-KTUT or at 

www.fi.edu/tut. To plan a trip or book a stay, please visit www.gophila.com/TUT. 

ABOUT THE FRANKLIN INSTITUTE 

 Located in the heart of Philadelphia, The Franklin Institute is a renowned and 

innovative leader in the field of science and technology learning, as well as a dynamic 

center of activity.  Pennsylvania’s most visited museum, it is dedicated to creating a 

passion for science by offering new and exciting access to science and technology 

Eight new, interactive, theme-based, state-of-the-art exhibits were recently launched, as well as 

renovations to museum theaters, the retail store, and public areas.  For more information please 

visit www.fi.edu or call 215.448.1200. 
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