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Candidates invited to debate science & economy 
Intel Chair Craig Barrett joins Science Debate 2008;  

Debate to be held at the Franklin Institute before Pennsylvania Primary  

 
WASHINGTON – ScienceDebate2008.com, the citizens’ initiative calling for a presidential 
debate on science and technology policy, today announced that it has formally invited the 
presidential candidates to a debate on April 18 at the Franklin Institute in Philadelphia, four 
days before the Pennsylvania Primary. The invitation to the candidates can be found here: 
http://www.sciencedebate2008.com/www/index.php?id=20 
 
  
"The future economic success of the United States depends on out-performing the competition 
with smart people and smart ideas," said Craig Barrett, Chairman of Intel.  "Without the best 
education system and investments in basic research and development we will become a second 
rate economic power." 
 
 
“This is about the future of America,” said Shawn Lawrence Otto, one of the debate organizers. 
 “Most of the major policy challenges the next president will face, from climate chance to jobs 
and economic competitiveness to healthcare to the health of the oceans, center on science and 
technology.  Where is the next transistor economy going to come from?  Is there going to be 
action to address climate change?   Do we need a Marshall plan for science in America?  What 
about peak oil?  Why are our school children falling behind other countries in math and science, 
and what should be done about it?  We are trying to elevate these important policy issues in 
the national dialogue.  We want voters to have a chance to assess candidates’ in terms of their 
visionary leadership on these big issues and others like them.   It’s not a science quiz, it’s about 
policy. We’re talking about the health of your family, the health of the economy, and the health 
of the planet. What are the solutions?  We hope the candidates for president will want to 
explore these issues more thoroughly with the American people.” 
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 The group, started in December 2007 by two out-of-work screenwriters (Otto wrote and 
coproduced HOUSE OF SAND AND FOG), two scientists and a science journalist has garnered a 
series of impressive endorsements in recent weeks, including 97 major universities and other 
organizations, and leading business executives like Craig Barrett, chairman of Intel, as well as 
dozens of Nobel laureates and current and former government officials, including members of 
President Bush’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology, and Clinton Health & Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala.  It is now cosponsored by the AAAS, the Council on 
Competitiveness, the National Academy of Sciences, the National Academy of Engineering, and 
the Institute of Medicine.  The list is here:  
http://www.sciencedebate2008.com/www/index.php?id=7 
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