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March 13, 2008 -- Media Advisory  
 

WE BUILT IT Ð WILL THEY COME?  
Americans urge Presidential Candidates to Debate T echnology, S cience Education ,  

Health and E nvironmental issues for the good of America and the sake of our future   
 

As the primary season reaches fever pitch in Pennsylvania, the Franklin Institute and the organizers of Science Debate 
2008 announce a national broadcast partnership to televise the event, and other information. 
  
ÒWeÕve had dozens of generic debates, we donÕt need another,Ó said Shawn Lawrence Otto, CEO of the initiative.  
ÒWhat we need is a debate focusing on how weÕre going to move this nation ahead in terms of the global economy and 
high quality jobs, tackling clean energy and climate change, reinvigorating science and math education and solving our 
healthcare system.  Our signers represent 125 million Americans who are interested in these issues, and how we can do 
nationally, what Pennsylvania is doing as a state.Ó   Attending will be: 
 

Dennis Wint, President, CEO The Franklin Institute 
Shawn Lawrence Otto, CEO, Science Debate 2008; writer/producer House of Sand and Fog  
Matthew Chapman, President, Science Debate 2008; Charles DarwinÕs great-great grandson 
Mar tha Farah, Director, Center for Cognitive Neuroscience, University of Pennsylvania 
James Jensen, Director of Government Relations, The National Academies 
Bill Bates, Vice President, The Council on Competitiveness 
Richard Gallagher, Publisher & Editor-in-Chief, The Scientist magazine 
Brian Keech, Vice President of Government and Community Relations, Drexel University 
Arnold Thackray , Chancellor and Shelley Gheer of the Chemical Heritage Foundation,  

 
Also available for reporter interviews by telephone 11:45 am: Conference ID # 39483119 Press Call in :(888) 657-8143  

Craig Barrett , Chairman, Intel 
Walter Isaacson, President, Aspen Institute; author, Einstein and Benjamin Franklin (3/14 is EinsteinÕs Birthday) 
Peter Agre, Nobel Laureate in Chemistry; founder, Scientists & Engineers for America 
Lawrence Krauss, Astrophysicist, popular science author, SD2008 steering committee member 

 
View the many prominent supporters of this event: http://www.sciencedebate2008.com/www/index.php?id=7 
 
Here are the details of the event: 
 

Science Debate 2008 Organizers and Luminaries at  
The Franklin Insti tute/Franklin Hall  

Friday, March 14, 2008 
Coffee & Danish 10:30 AM 

Remarks Ð 11:00 AM 
Media call-in opportunity 11:45 AM 

(move to Executive Board Room/3rd Floor) 
 



       
 
FACTS & RESOURCES 
 
 
INTEL CHAIR CRAIG BARRETT QUOTE 
 
ÒThis is not a niche debate,Ó said Craig Barrett, Chairman of Intel, and one of the business leaders supporting the science debate 
initiative. "The future economic success of the United States depends on out-performing the competition with smart people and smart 
ideas.  Without the best education system and aggressive investments in basic research and development we will become a second 
rate economic power.  With its outstanding universities and transforming economy, Pennsylvania is a perfect place for this 
discussion, and we hope the candidates for president take this very seriously." 
 
FRANKLIN INSTITUTE PRESIDENT/CEO DENNIS WINT QUOTE 
 
ÒPhiladelphia is the cradle of democracy, and The Franklin Institute, the nationÕs memorial to Benjamin Franklin, is a monument to 
his insight that science and technology cannot e separated from sound public policy in a free society,Ó states Dennis M. Wint, 
President and CEO of The Franklin Institute.  ÒWe are proud to host Science Debate 2008, because it fully aligns with our mission to 
engage people in meaningful ways about the impact of science and technology on the most critical issues of our time.Ó 
 
SCIENCE DEBATE FACTS 
 
Science Debate 2008 is a broad coalition that some analysts are calling unique in the history of American politics.   Organized by a 
couple of striking screenwriters, ScienceDebate2008.com signers now include over 35,000 scientists, engineers, and concerned 
citizens; 150 leading American universities and other organizations in the field of health, science, technology, the environment, 
engineering and education representing some 125 million Americans; as well as several members of congress from both parties; top 
flight business leaders; the presidents of over eighty major universities; writers, journalists, actors, and the editors of nearly every 
major American science publication.  The initiative is also being cosponsored by the National Academy of Sciences, the Institute of 
Medicine, the National Academy of Engineering, the Council on Competitiveness, and the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, all recruited by the two writers.  ÒThis is what happens when writers donÕt have enough to do,Ó said Shawn 
Lawrence Otto, one of the screenwriter-organizers of the initiative. 
 
Otto says the group has invited the candidates to a debate on April 18 , four days before the Pennsylvania Primary, at The Franklin 
Institute in Philadelphia.  He said supporters have also been recording video statements, some of which play on the initiativeÕs 
website, www.sciencedebate2008.com.  Among those is former White House chief of staff John Podesta, and former Republican 
congressman John Porter, now chair of PBS.  ÒI would urge [the candidates] to come,Ó said Podesta.  ÒHaving worked in the White 
House, I know how much science policy drives innovation, and innovation drives the economy, itÕs also critical to our national 
security interests, and the candidates need to discuss the most important issues facing the American public and how science is going 
to influence decision-making in a new administration.  ItÕs critical to the future of our country and to the future of the planet.Ó 
 
The video statements can be found at http://www.sciencedebate2008.com/www/index.php?id=23  
 
On the web: 
Science Debate 2008:  
http://www.sciencedebate2008.com  
 
National Science Board report:  Science and Engineering Indicators 2008 
http://www.nsf.gov/statistics/seind08/ 
 
Congressman Bart GordonÕs press release: 
http://science.house.gov/press/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=2057 
NOTE: Numerous others, such as former Nuclear Regulatory Commission Chair Shirley Jackson, have releases on the site 
 
National Academies Report: Rising Above the Gathering Storm: Energizing & Employing America for a Brighter Economic Future   
http://www.hq.nasa.gov/office/oer/nac/documents/Gathering_Storm.pdf 
 
Business Roundtable Report:  Tapping AmericaÕs Potential: The Education for Innovation Initiative 
http://64.203.97.43/pdf/20050803001TAPfinalnb.pdf 
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